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INTRODUCTION

This volume began as a publication of the Nurturing Excellence (TDK) workshop at the Iasti-
tute of English and American Studies of the University of Szeged. Along the way, the pool of
contributors was extended 1o include not only students but their supervisors as well. Amid the
Covid-19 pandemic situation, some involved were not in the position to send their material so
their essays had to be replaced or simply left out. Even so, there are significant points of con-
version among the pieces that represent basic research priorities of graduate students and faculty
members. Thetitle of the volume indicates some of these convergences: sentiment, history, and
intermediality as directions of critical interest. The essays of the volume also showcase, but obwi-
ously do not fully represent, the variety of research going on at our Lastitute.

Nurturing Excellence or O/TDK is a national competition organized for students active in
Hungarian higher education. The competition takes place on two levels, the local and the
national within the time frame of two years. First, any active student of a department can regis-
ter for the local readings with an essay in the Fall semester. The essay has to be about the size
of a BA paper, and it is presented in two ways, in writing and orally. To begin with, two copies
are handed in, and two readers assess the written work, each giving a maximum of 30 points
divided into 5 aspects (project, argumentation, use of materials and novelty, formar, language).

The readers also attach a detailed commentary of the academic merits of the paper to their
assessments. Then, the competitor is asked to present a 15 minute version of the essay orally for
a committee of three faculty members who specialize in the area but have not been involved in
the assessment before. The committee can give max. 30 points for the presentation (based on its
structure, logic, use of time, response to criticism).

Eventually, the sum of the points will determine the place the paper gets in the local compe-
tition, The committee also sets the limit for the national round when it determines the number
of points necessary for an enrollment in the competition on the national level. For example, it
may declare that out of the attainable 90, a minimum of 65 is needed for the national compe-
tition, but this limit may change from year to year. This local round is called the TDK. Next
year or in the Spring of the same academic year, an improved version of the same paper is regis-
tered and is assessed in the very same way it has been processed at the home institution. The dif-
ference from the TDK, however, is significant: for one, the other competitors come from all
over Hungary, i. . there are many of them and their papers are all of good quality, second, the
readers also come fromall over the universities in Hungary, so the new assessments may be pro-
foundly different from the ones the paper received at the home institution. The points attained
will determine the position of the paper in the national competition of students. This round is
called the OTDK. Only the best papers make to it this level.

In this volume, papers by Tamara Tamis, Olga Pinjung, and Bilint Szint4 reached the
OTDK stage of the student competition. The other papers were written by graduate students
and faculty members who have kindly contributed their work to the project. So the organiza-
tion of the sections does not follow the areas of the OTDK but maps out a roughly chrono-
logical trajectory of the essay topics. This trajectory is intersected by the student - supervisor
axis, so the essays come in clusters: usually, the student comes first and a related supervisor sec-
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