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EAPRIL is the European Association for Practitioner Research on Improving Learning. The association
promotes practice-based and practitioner research on learning issues in the context of formal, informal, non-
formal, lifelong learning and professional development with the aim to professionally develop and train
educators and, as a result, to enhance practice. Its focus entails learning of individuals (from kindergarten over
students in higher education to workers at the workplace), teams, organisations and networks.

More specifically

*  Promotion and development of learning and instruction practice within Europe, by means of practice-
based research.

* To promote the development and distribution of knowledge and methods for practice-based research
and the distribution of research results on learning and instruction in specific contexts.

* To promote the exchange of information on learning and instruction practice, obtained by means of
practice-based research, among the members of the association and among other associations, by means
of an international network for exchange of knowledge and experience in relation to learning and
instruction practice.

* To establish an international network and communication forum for practitioners working in the field of
learning and instruction in education and corporate contexts and develop knowledge on this issue by
means of practically-oriented research methods.

* To encourage collaboration and exchange of expertise between educational practitioners, trainers,
policy makers and academic researchers with the intent to support and improve the practice of learning
and instruction in education and professional contexts.

* By the aforementioned goals the professional development and traning of practitioners, trainers,
educational policy makers, developers, educational researchers and all involved in education and
learning in its broad context are stimulated.

Practice-based and practitioner research focuses on research for, with and by professional practice, starting from
a need expressed by practice. Academic and practitioner researchers play an equally important role in the
process of sharing, constructing and creating knowledge to develop practice and theory. Actors in learning need
to be engaged in the multidisciplinary and sometimes trans-disciplinary research process as problem-definers,
researchers, data gatherers, interpreters, and implementers.

Practice-based and Practitioner research results in actionable knowledge that leads to evidence-informed practice
and knowledge-in-use. Not only the utility of the research for and its impact on practice is a quality standard, but
also its contribution to existing theory on what works in practice, its validity and transparency are of utmost
importance.

EAPRIL encompasses all contexts where people learn, e.g. schools of various educational levels, general,
vocational and professional education; organisations and corporations, and this across fields, such as teacher
education, engineering, medicine, nursing, food, agriculture, nature, business, languages, ... All levels, i.e.
individual, group, organisation and context, are taken into account.



Practitioner researchers, academic researchers, teachers, teachers educators, professional trainers, educational
technologists, curriculum developers, educational policy makers, school leaders, staff developers, learning
consultants, people involved in organisational change and innovation, L&D managers, corporate learning
directors, academics in the field of professional learning and all who are interested in improving the learning and
development of praxis.

Via organising the annual EAPRIL conference where people meet, exchange research, ideas, projects, and
experiences, learn and co-create, for example via workshops, training, educational activities, interactive sessions,
school or company visits, transformational labs, and other opportunities for cooperation and discussion. Via
supporting thematic sub communities ‘Clouds’, where people find each other because they share the same
thematic curiosity. Cloud coordinators facilitate and stimulate activities at the conference and during the year.
Activities such as organizing symposia, writing joined projects, speed dating, inviting keynotes and keeping up
interest/expertise list of members are organised for cloud participants in order to promote collaboration among
European organisations in the field of education or research, including companies, national and international
authorities. Via newsletters, access to the EAPRIL conference presentations and papers on the conference
website, conference proceedings, regular updates on cloud meetings and activities throughout the year, access to
Frontline Learning Research journal, and a discount for EAPRIL members to the annual conference.

More information on the upcoming 2016 Conference as well as some Afterglow moments of the 2015
Conference can be found on our conference website www .eaprilconference.org
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