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“To see what everybody sees and think what nobody 
has thought of yet” claimed Albert Szent-Györgyi on 
the essence of discovery. He was also a professor for 
the popularization of science. This volume of the Com-
pendium of Knowledge by the University of Szeged 
exposes the little-known or the unknown dimensions 
of Szent-Györgyi’s activities, which are far beyond his 
narrow area of expertise: medical science and chemistry. 
This volume is based on those free university lectures 
that were organized to celebrate the year of the 75th 
anniversary of the  Nobel Prize awarded to Szent-
Györgyi. The contemporary professors and teachers 
at the University of Szeged illustrate the versatility of 
Szent-Györgyi, focus on the beauty of research as a pro-
fession and put into the spotlight the exciting world 
of science. Before us stands a biophysicist, a humanist, 
a sportsman, a teacher, a diplomat, a science coordina-
tor, a philosopher-poet and a scientist with influence 
on the economy and someone who also asks questions 
to which the researchers may find answers in the fu-
ture and with the help of such equipment as the ELI-
ALPS Laser Research Centre at Szeged. The books in 
the Compendium of Knowledge by the University of 
Szeged also answer the following question that may be 
raised by the reader: why is a University by the river 
Tisza the only research centre in Hungary where a Nobel 
Prize worthy performance was accomplished and hope 
to be accomplished in the future.
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