Osterreichische Post AG, MZ 072037411 M
MEDMEDIA Verlag, Seidengasse 8/Top 1.1, 1070 Wien, 155N 2223-0629

Fachmagazin fiir i‘wzzmi@m@

y |

MedMedia

Verlag und Mediaservice GmbH

llore

Neurologie International Kongresshighlights Neurologie Aktuell
The History of the EAN 2023 Neue Routinediagnostik
Danube Symposium bei MS



il

The History of the
Danube Symposium

This summary is based on the former article of Professor Franz Gerstenbrand and Professor H. A. E Schulze

in Cephalalgio Hungarica 13(6), 2004,

n 1958, Professor Hans Hoff (Head of

the University Clinic of Psychiatry and
Neurology, Vienna) was invited 10 some
neuroicgical and psychiatric clinics in the
former Tehechosiovakia, Yugoslavia and
Hungary. In the next few years Professor
Hoff and Professor Gerstenbrand prasent-
ed several lectures, and many Central and
East European colieagues were given the
opportunity to ge to Austria and to ex-
change experiences with the Austrian
scientists,

The foundation of the
“Donausymposium”

More than six decades age, in May 1962,
an international symposium called “Do-
nausympaosium” was organized with the
participation of the scientists from Aus-
tria, Western Germany, Switzerland and
Central, East and South Furopean coun-
tries. Considering the success of the con-
ference it was decided to continue these
types of sympasia. Twa years later {in 1964)
the next "Donausymposium®” was orga-
nized in Vienna by the University Clinic
of Psychiatry and Neuralogy, Vienna. The-
reafier, the Symposium was held annually
and the neurological and psychiatric sec-
tions were separated. :

The main objective of the "Donausym-
posium” was to exchange the latest sci-
entific developments in neurclogy. The
Danube Group members were Austria,
former Western and Eastern Germany,
all Central and East Furopean couniries
{including tre former Soviet Union).
Inthe next years the Danube Symposium
Curatorium was set up, headed by Pro-
fessor Hans Hoff, later on by Professor
Herbert Refsner. After his death, Professor
Franz Gerstenbrand was elected to be
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the General Secretary. From
1994 10 1929, Professor
Michael Brainin performed
the General Secretary tasks.
Since 1999 Professor Laszlo
Vécsei is the General Sec-
retary. The Head Office and
Secretariat of the Danube
Symposium was transferred
to the Department of Neu-
rology, University of Szeged,
Hungary. Professor Gerhard
Ransmayr is the Scientific
Secretary. Professor Gers-
tenbrand was the Hon-
orary President. >
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Dr." Anett Jardanhazy, PhD
Department of Neurology
University of Szeged, Faculty of
Medicine Albert Szent-Gydrgyi
Clinical, Szeged, Hungary,
Head cf the Office, Danube
Neurology Sympuasivm

Prof. Dr. Laszl6 Vécsei

Head of Newroscience Research
Group Department of Neurology
University of Szeged, Faculty of
Medicine Albert Szent-Gydirgyi
Clinical, Szeged, Hungary,
General Secretary of Danuke
Neyrology Symposium

37 Danube Neuroiogy Sympesium | 1999 Szeged | L. Veécsei
_32”d Danube Neurolegy Symposium | 2000 | Baja " J. Czopf
33 Danube Neurology Symposium | 2001 ‘I Lublin | Z. Stelmasiak
34" Danube Neurology Sympesium | 2002 ‘ Bratislava P Traubnar
_35“1 Darube Neurology Symposium | 2003 Beograde V. Kostic 4
36" Danube Neurology Sympdsium | 2004 | Sofia ‘l S. Yanceva g
27 Danube Neurology Symposium | 2005 | Uubljana J Z. Pirtosek {
38! Danube Neurology Symposium | 2006 | Brn I. Rektor
39t Danubie Neurology Symposium | 2007 Wuerzburg | P Riederer
40t Danube Neuroiogy Symposium | 2008 | Bucharest | ©. Bajenaru
415 Danube Neurclogy Symposium | 2009 [ Linz la. Rasnmayr
42" Danube Neurology Symposium | 2070 |‘ Zagreb V. Demarin and M. Relja
43 Danube Neurology Symposium | 2011 | Dresden H. Reichmann
44% Danube Neurslogy Symposium | 2012 ‘ Szeged L. Vécsef e
45" Danube Neurclogy Symposium | 2013 | Prague E. Ruzicka
46t Danube Neurology Symposiurn | 2014 l Mentenegre | V. Kostic and R. Raicevic
47" Danube Neurology Sympos%umj 2015 | Duysseldorf H. P. Hartung
48" Danube Neurology Symposium | 2016 Ljubljana Z. Pirtosek
491 Danube Neurology Symposium | 2017 | Budapest S. Komoly and L. Vécsej
50t Danube Neurology Symposium | 2018 |‘ Debracen L. Csiba and L. Vécsai
515t Danube Neurology Symposium | 2019 | Bucharest O. Bajenaru
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Austrian Symposium for Multiple Sclerosis
Professer Thomas Berger: MS Registty,
Malecular Biomarkers,

Mail; thomas. berger@medtiniwien.ac.at

Dr. Gabriel Bsteh: Registry,

Mail: gabricl bsteh@rmedtiniwien.ac.at

Cr. Harald Hegen: Molecular Biomarkers,

Mail: harald.hegen@i-med.ac.at

Croatian Symposium for Multiple Sclerosis
Professar Vanja Basic Kes: MS Registry,

Mail: kesvanja@gmail.com

Professor Mario Habek: Molecular Biomarkers,
Mail: maric.habek@mef.hr

Dr. Lucija Zadro Matovina: MRI imaging,

Mail: luciia.zadro@gmail.com

Czech Symposium for Multiple Sclerosis

Contributors to the programme: Professor Eva Kubala Havrdova
and Associate Professor Dana Horakova

Dr. Jan Kolcava: MS Registry,

Mait: kofcava. jan@fnbrno.cz

Dr. Pavel Stourac: Molecular Biomarkers,

Mail; Stourac. Pavel@fnbrno.cz

Dr. Jan Kocica: MR imaging,

Mail: kodica.jan@fnbrno.cz

Hungarian Symposium for Multiple Sclerosis
Associate Professor Krisztina Bencsik: MS Registry,
Mail: bencsik. krisztina@med. u-szeged. hu
Professor Laszld Vécsei: Molecular Biomarkes,
Mail: vecsei laszic@med. u-szeged. hu

Professor Tamas Zsigmond Kincses: MRI imaging,
Mail: kincses.zsigmond. tamas@szte. hu

Polish Symposium for Multiple Sclerosis

Contributor to the programme: Professor Halina Bartosik-Psujek
Professor Waldemar Brola: MS Registry,

Mail: whrola@wp.pl

Professor Konrad Rejdak; Molecular Biomarkers,

Mail: k.rejdak@umiub.pl

Dr. Malgorzata Siger: MR] imaging,

Mail: gosia_siger@yahoo.com

Romanian Symposium for Multiple Sclerosis
Professor Cristina Tiu: MS Registry,

Mail: cristinatiuv@yahco.com

Professor Rodica Balasa: Molecular Biomarkers,
Mail: rodica. balasa@umftgm.ro

Dr. Simaona Petrescu: MR imaging,

Mail: simenapetrescu@yahco.com

Serbian Symposium for Multiple Sclerosis
Professor Tatjana Pekmezovic: MS Registry,
Mail: pekmezovic@sezampro.rs

Professor Jelena Drulovic: Molecular Biomarkers,
Mail: drulovigielena@gmail. com

Professor Sarlota Mesaros: MRI imaging,

Mail: sharlotam@gmail.comn

Slovakian Symposium for Multiple Sclerosis

Professor Peter Turcani: MS Registry,

Mail: turcanii@grmail.com

Associate Professor Jarmila Szilasiové: Molecular Biomarkers,
Mail: szilasiovaj@gmail.corm

Associate Professor Nora Klimova: MRi imaging,

Mail: kiimova@fnsppresov.sk

Slovenian Symposium for Multiple Sclerosis

Dr. Alenka Horvat Ledinek: MS Registry,

Mail: alenka. horvat@kcl.sf ‘

Assodate Professor Uros Rot: Molacular Biomarkers,
Mail: uros.rot@kcfi.sf

Dr. Jozef Magdic: MRt imaging,

Mail: jozef_magdic@yahoo.com

Coliaborating European MS Centers,
Collaborating MS Registry Center

Professor Melinda Magyari,

Danish Multiple Sclerasis Centar,

Department of Naurology,

Head of the Danish Multiple Sclerosis Registry,
Copenhagen University Hospital, Rigshospitalet
Cepenhagen, Denmark

Collaborating M5 Molecular Biomarker Center
Professor Bernhard Hemmet,

Past-President of ECTRIMS,

Head of Department of Neurclogy

Frofassor Achim Berthele,

Technical University,

Munich, Germany

Collaborating MS MRI Imaging Center

Professor Christian Enzinger,

Co-Chair of MAGNISM,

Department of Neurclogy, Medical University of Graz,
Austria

The Curatorium and Managing Board
decide in the venues of the meetings (Ta-
ble I: international Danube Symposia
[1999-2019]).
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Every Danube Symposium has a special
scientific black called “Continuing Edu-
cation” with free topics. The official name
of the Danube Group is: International

Danube Neurology Symposium  for
Neurological Sciences and Continuing
Education. The website is: hitp:/danu-
beneurology.eu.



Focus on Multiple Sclerosis
in the last years

The main topics of the Danube Symposia
are the targe fields of neurclogical disar-
ders (such as stroke, pain and headache,
epilepsy, movement disorders, neuroin-
flammatory and neuromuscular diseases)
and rare neurological illnesses.

During the last years (under the COVID
pandemic), the Symposium was focused
on multiple sclerosis (MS} by organizing
a working group of MS specialists in the
region {Table II: Sympasium for Multiple
Sclerosis [SMS]).

The goal of this activity was coliecting
data related to the guality of health ser-

vice of MS patients. In the first step based
on the ECTRIMS MS Center criteria we
analysed the different MS centers in the
region {publications: Kokas Z et al. Do
Hungarian muitiple sclerosis care units
fulfil international criteria? PLoS One. 2022
Mar 3; 17(3): e0264328. DCI: 10.1371/
journal.pone.0264328; and Kokas Z et
al. Real-world cperation of multiple sclerosis
centres in Central-Eastern European coun-
tries covering 107 million inhabitants.
Mult Scler Relat Disord. 2023 lan; 69:
104406, DO 10.1016/.msard 2022.104406).
Now the MS Group focuses on the neuroimag-
ing diagnosis based on the criteria cf the
20717 revised diagnostic criteria (Thamp-
son Al et al. Diagnosis of multiple scle-

rosis: 2017 revisicns of the McDonald
criteria. Lancet Neurol. 2018 Feb; 17(2):
162-173. DO10.1016/51474-4422{17)30470-
2)and the 2021 MAGNIMS-CMSC-NAIMS
CONSensLS.

Plans for the future

After finishing the neuroimaging program
we plan to continue our activities with
coliecting data related to CSF analysis,
measurements of proteins and other mo-
lecular biomarkers in MS patients. If this
program will be successful, we follow our
work with an evaluation of the health
service of headache (migrzine) and other
neurological diseases. [ |
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