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Session: International Studies I. Crisis waves and migration
Mohammad Thoriq Bahri
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Assessing the EU Readiness to Handle the Ukraine Refugees: Big
Data, Movement Mapping and Migration Law Framework

Russia has invaded Ukraine on 24 February 2022. Until 15 March 2022 more than
3 million people have fled Ukraine, to the nearest border. Most of them are also
looking for “online” help. In fact, Ukraine has 25.7 million active social media users
counted till January 2021. Twitter as the most popular platform, briefly informed
about the next migration challenges which may face by the European Union (EU).
This research analyzed 7171 tweets, with the #immigration hashtag obtained 07
March 2022 by using the Social Network Analysis (SNA), performed with the
NodeXL and Gephi software. The first finding, most of the public opinion are led by
politicians, activist, and ordinary people to stop the war, which shaped the direction
of the public administration in refugees handling. The second finding, the hashtag,
such as #ukraine, #visaforukrainan, successfully influence the EU parliaments to
simplify the immigration procedures, proved by 3669 users who have positive,
2360 negative, and 9 angry sentiments. The third finding, the EU treated the
refugees too far by following the public interest, which potentially violated the 1951
Refugees Convention and Common European Asylum System (CEAS), for the
solution, the EU will have reactivated the Temporary Protective Directive which was
introduced in 1990.

Keywords: Ukraine, European Union (EU), Refugees, Immigration Law, Social
Network Analysis (SNA),
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