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Annotaiton

The imer-country adeption {intemational sdoption ) i 2 dpecul type of adoptien, when the adopter (adoptive
parent) and the child stem from different countrics. The most important ressons of inter-country adoption are the wars
or other prolonged armed conflicts, poverty and in some couniries oven culfural s may boad G0 b, i the gledy bave
been comvidersd io B Inferior o boys = For these children, whe aié abandoned of orphancd boase of the aons
mentioned shove, the only chimee to grow up in o funily, is given by internaiional adoption. The Hungarian legal
system divides this matiution mio fwo parts. The fird, when a Hungerian individus] or mamicd couple sdopts & child
fram a foreign country, and the second, when a Hungartan child 1 given up 0 be adopted in @ different country,
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Intraduction

I chose the mafnmmmml wak inspied by personal eapericnos. oM smong
which | would only like to emahasize the two most importan events One relaies 1o the workplace of my grandmaother,
the Child Protection Institute and Child Care Center of Jiss-Nagyhun-Seolnok county in Humgary, where | spent &
significant part of my chuldbeod, snd where | met chaldren without familics and faced the impoitance of sdoption,
already ot o young age. The second m;aﬁwﬂnn I8 relevant 1o the family of one of my  dlase fends, who have just
recenily adoptad a oemge gifl, smee then & Tull-fedped member of the Gamivy, bn posscishon of (e mchimie sd the
legal knowledge Ister on sequired, | decided 1o more tharoughly examine the institation of sdopion in Hungary and
abroad,

The New York Conventhon an the Rights of the Child

T&wmwmm of Movemnber 1988 in Now Yok by the Gioneral Assembly of ithe
Dinited Sations, 11 wos sagmed by all of the coantries, except the USA amd Somaln, Because iis Comvemion was e
firu comprchensive regulation for protecting the children's rights. According 1o Standley thin is very imporam . sor
only Becanse it covsolidated muck of the eivil kow refaring o chifdeen, e beoause it fnredveod mesw preimciples ol
policies. ™

The primary aim of the Convention is. 1o provide special prosection and support for e children, bocawse of
ihveir Inek of physical and mental maturity, Moreover, |§ prommoles in prepars the children for independesd Tife,

The Conveniion tas three mam parta. The frst pari decleres the rghti of chilidsen, the sccond deals with the
implementatbon of these rignts by the signaiorles, and the last pant containg the general provisions,™ In this topic the
ISt impartand provision i the Amicle 21, The significant meaning of the Amicle s, that it comstirutes an obligation
for the signatorics to ensure that the ., best felerest of the child shall ke v parasoim cossiderarion. ™ Therefare, the
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mmu,mwwaywm“'.hnu Article we could find all the important principels
of inter-country sdoption, which are obligatory for all Parties, The signatorics

& Recogwise thar imwrr-comniry odoption sayvby convidered @ an alternative moany of okild s core. i the

child rannoy e palced n a faster or an adoptive fomlly or cemot in any sulable mannes be cared for i the childs
enmntry af origin,

¢} Ensure ihai the child concerned by imler-couniry goopiivn ey wfegiirds ond eguivalen! fo those
existing In the case nf nattonal adoprion;

i) Toke off approprase meares o emre that, o7 imter-country adopdion. the péacrmenl thoane not nolt
improper financial pain for thaw volved in it "

I we analyze the above méntioned provision, we could make the abservation thatinter-counry sdogtion ihall
be the ultimaie solution, becasie before thes procedure b initiated, ssted shall 1 do everything w find an sdoptive
family in the child’s country of origin. If it is impossible, then the child shall énjoy the dame safepuands, standaeds and
freatmint, like in the cane of md adoption in haher country, A crucial porst of inter-country adoption is that it can
nover amount o financial gaim for aoyone, whe & mvolved in any pan of the process.

The Hague Convention on the Profection of Children and Co-apcration in Hespeui of Dntcrcauntry Adaptian

The Comveotion was concluded on 29 May 1993, in the Hogue, by ihe Hague Conference on Privaie
International Law, . The purpere of the Comvention iy s extabllch cafigrordy i prodvct the bert fmieeesin of childinen
ied i presfece @ ayuem of co-operation betwern oomtries fo prevent child traffickiag =" Fusthermore, this document
abliges the Parties io establish o syitem, which helps co-operation among the Contmcting Siat=s. This provision i
pecessary 1o conduct internatondl proceedings i intercountry adoption, because every couniry Bas its own mational
legal wystern, with it own regulation about adoption. Las, bt ned least o crocial point i that the States shall to accep
the legal effect of the adoptions conchaded based on their respective rules, when thess are in conforminy with the Hugue
Convention

The Convenbon centains cvery requirement mentioned in the Mew York Convention, mescover, i extends
their scope. For example . (4 the comsent of the mather, where reguired, has beer given anly affer the birth of the
il o) have cmured, harvorg regand to the ape and degroe of maturity of the child, that_§2) convideration hay bees
givent do e child's wishes ard opiritans

The Third Chapter of the Convention deals with Central Auvthontics and scorediied bodies and the duties of
these orpaniratioss, ¢ g how these shall co-operate with cach other, One of the most important dutics of thess
suthsorines s that onky they fre competent to certify iMer-country adoption, This cerification shall be sccepied by every
Contracting State, except when fhe adoption m manifesty contrary to its pobilie pahicy.

Adfter this short irirodiction of the most imporiant provisions of the Hague Convention, | would like 1o ke
ran examples sl demonstrate how these really work 1o practce,

# Government  of Uminted Mingdom: A guide 0 intevountry  sdoption
L 123 QL pbogas 11k G118 111 12| TS6 jil
gaption,_30for_30uk._20rsssdsnisoef bt visked:17.09.2013)
Article 4, in The Hago: Convention on the Protectbon of Children and Co-oporation in Respect of Intercouniry
Mcoption 1993 Hague

for UK residenss,
sk

i



First of all, T am going to present the effect of the Convention in the United Kingdom Since it came info
firrce (1 Jume 2003), Britiah citrens, who would ke to sdopt 3 child from sbeosd. dhall undergn the same process, like
in 3 domestic adoption, That means if someone concluded an overseas {inter-country ) adopeisn, then i (s unneeessary 1o
roadapt the child in the United Kingdom, This is one of the biggest advantages of a Convention-conform mber-country
sdoption. However, if someone fails to meet the requirements of internations] sdoption, (sibe shall be prepared for
quwmhmﬂmmmmnmmm idujitlon progess,

In my opinion, one of the other advantages of Hagoe Convention sdoptions s that the child mstomancally
jets the Brinh ciesenshap, if the prospectve parents fulfill cerain conditon

- - the progpective adopters are habitwally in the Briseh Holands and af fear ome of the prospeetivee auophers
is ar Briish cirzen. ™'

Second of all, | woule like o meniion some aspecis of the inter-cduniny adopiion systom of the Lsnited States
of America, which refers to the Contracting States as well, The USA signed iake Convention in 1994, hut it only come
It fores In April 2008, Similarly to the the UK sysdem, in the United States s well, are g ot of identical parts between
domestic and mnier-country adoplioni.

I the USA there are some key differences between the adoption from a Convertion. or Non-Convention
Country. T whe USA system the  proapechive adopiive parenis recelve more proteciions,  wies aciopiieg froms
Comvention coumiries. ~

In the table Below, | emphasize some Inferesting aspects of infer-couniry adopiwn in The United States, 1
:qmﬂm:ﬂu\uhﬂﬂ&ﬂimuﬂuﬂhm;ﬁuﬁﬂnﬁlNm{mhdpmy.“

Aspecis Comvention Countries MNom-Conventon Coustrics
Parents Education 10 herues of parewt educition Parent education only if mandted by 115
Sauie of peadencr o vahaniaily provided
by ey
Child’s Medwcal Records Prepared, and provaded by Comvenim
cosd s eanpefent autborities;
Prompextion adoptne pareati pros o kint
T weeks w0 review
~ Visa Application Subrinied pelorg boreign soptive. || Submimad affr foecgn adoption Tegal
custody procecdings cuntisly procecdings [eacepd Gamemnala
g Vaptnami
Adoption Records  Preserved for 75 years

The UISA syslem thics 1o provide as mich prostection as possible for those prospective sdoptive parents, who
would 1ike 1o adopt & child from a Convention Country, We can clearly rond from ithe tahle above, thai fhe parcnis
ahraifd meet mone requiremmis in This cag, which grves mone protocison el j1ed bo them, bt for the child v well, cgr
obligation to ke part i ccucation. Thenefore, 1o give the child’s medice] records to the prospective adoplive parena
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muxhes the beginning for both pardes easier, because the parents could prepare for any known discases of the child,
before he'she really lves with them

The Hungarian Inter-country Adopilon Sysiem

In Hongary there are two parts of the inler-country adoption, sdoplion i and from shroad  Adoplion o
aboad means that § couple of indbiduel from a forcign cotntry sdopts & Hunganan chikl, winch 5 Mo Comemon han
iz sccond type. The scoond rype wdaption from sbroad) is when 8 Hungarian marmed couple or individus! would like
o sdopt o child from a differemt country. Below | am going o present soms detai s about these rao systems.

1. Adoption to abroad

The firss. step of these pasceedings is when the prospective adoptive parend seras an application 1o the Central
Aduithority of Hungary, ie. the Minister responsible for Children and Youth Befive the second step, adoptive parents are
divielzd in twa peoups based on el Habitual residence. 17 the adoptive parents habiiual residence is not In 8 coantry
thial s & sigaaaey o the Hague Convention (Non-Convention Countries ), then they shall produce more documenis, o
certificase of income issued no lmer than & months; cemificate of cinzendhip; ficld sudy of therr immediate
eVIronmeaL

When they moet ibest mquiremenis ihen comes the sccond step: wait ag. Adoptive parents should wait antil
(e Humgarisn Awdwority finds the perfect child for them and the Awthonity inforns them shout it 11 this happen, they
ther ahall traved e Hungary, bechsse they shall live ogether with the child i one month. During this period, the
expents of the Authority wisit them o few times, i order to check how their relationship works out 1f at the end of the
month everything is right, they give the permission 1o begin the adoption precess. For the rest of the process, the
wiloptive parent can take the chikl io histher country.

2, Adoption from abroad

T this type of inter-cowniry adoption we make the same distnciion us kn the fies ease. There are Convention
and Non-Convention Countries. 1T the child's habitual ressdence &5 in o Conveslion coundry, thén the adoplive pareni
should send his'her application 1o the Hungarian Minister, who will then forwarnd i fo the competont country, according
1o the bl redence of the child,

However, if the child lives in o Noo-Convention country, then the whole process i much mose compheated,
becamse afler the prospective pacent bas sent the application, the Guardianalip Office examines the conditions of
sabopsion anxd pets the approval from the competent aotharity m the country of cituremhip (of the chilid}, in onder to put
togethet un expert report about the adoptive parent. Sadly. in proctioe, this does pot work, because the prospective
adopivye parents shall travel 1o the ¢hild s couniry, and they have to walt aut the whole adoption pracess in (hat coumiry,
and when they travel back to Hungary, they have 1o readopt the child under the Hungarinn provisions.

For these rexsonnd mentioned above, adoption from sbivad i very e in Hungary. The experis in this lopie
e pretty divided; some of them suppose that we do oot to promoie adopiion frem abroad, while 1n Hungary ihere are a
lot e children waiting 50 be adopind, who afe also adoptable as well

The satitics say that iv Hungary these are oaly average 12-15 childsen are sdopted from abeosd snnually. 1
suppoie this msmber could be higher, if my solutions to the problerms, dewcribed bebow, will be heard one day

Conclusions

Inter-country adipiion s a very bmportunt opic, because this §s the oaly anc opportunity for children withaul
a lamily in their own country.



I, In my opmion the Convenion on the Rights of the Child was the first breakshrough in children righis,
including adoption.

2. The Hague Convestion on the Prolection of Children and Co-opemation in Respect of Intercountry
Adoption comtinued 1o lay down e principles of the Convention on the Rights of the Chikd; misreover, it extended the
rights and the snfeguands protecting the children. [ think, the problem of imer-country sdoption will deappear, if every
country rafifies the Hague Convestion.

5. The bigeest advastage of the UK adoption wysiem is that the child gets the Brtish chtizenship
msomatically. | suppose, it feilimtes the child's inlegration

4, The adoption system of USA builds upan the Hague Convertion, and the system in itself is s proof that
the Cotvention cin worll i practioe, becaose we could see W in the mable, il 3 US cnuen adopts from 8 Convention
Country, (s}he enjoys musch more protection, than if (1) be'sthe woald sdopt froe & Non-Convenbion Country

5 Last, but nod beaw | figured oot 8 solution for the Hungarian sroblem. We should esablish an NGO
responsible for the managemen of imer-country adoptions from Non-Convention Countries. This NGO could help
“indlviduals or couples in any part of the sdoption process, sach as the NOO should pet in touch with the Central
Axthoritics of the children’s émmiry of citisenship. Furthermore, these onjanizations dhoull co-oaperaie during the
whiohe procoss, fum the seeling of the child. wnnl the end of the adoption process. Thus, re-adoption in Hungary could
b wvoidable, which would faciitate the parent’s position duning the adoptios process. In my opislon, IF ihis aysiem ic
realized, more couples or individuals will have enoligh courage to begin an inker-country adoption procesding,
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