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A B S T R A C T

Silver nanoparticles (AgNPs) possesses a number of exceptional pharmaceutical properties and applications as
compared with other types of metallic nanoparticles. Currently, AgNPs was biosynthesized using an aqueous
extract of Zea mays L. (corn flour) powder. Further, the effect of concentration of reagents, extract, temperature
and time of synthesis was also studied along with the cytotoxicity and radical scavenging potential. UV–vis
spectra of AgNPs gave a surface plasmon resonance at ~420 nm. The absorption peak became sharp with the
increase in time. AgNPs with monodispersed and aggregated spherical shape was observed by SEM image fol-
lowed by its confirmation via strong signal in silver region of EDX spectrum. The XRD spectra confirmed its
crystallinity and face-centered cubic structure. FT-IR spectra reveal the presence of phytocompounds in the
synthesis of AgNPs. Further, the AgNPs exhibited strong cytotoxicity potential against HepG2 cells and its
viability declined with an increase in the concentration of AgNP with respect to the control cells. It also de-
monstrated reasonable radical scavenging potential in terms of DPPH and ABTS scavenging, and reducing power
tests. Taken together, these results of the current investigation stated that AgNPs could be beneficial in bio-
medical applications particularly for treatment of cancer disease along with its applications in pharmaceutical
industries for the formulation of new drugs.

1. Introduction

Metal nanoparticles compared to their bulk counterparts possesses a
number of physical and chemical properties like catalytic, electrical,
optical and magnetic properties [1,2]. In modern years, synthesis of
AgNPs drew much attention due to its catalytic [3], optical [4], anti-
bacterial properties [5–7] and substrates for surface-enhanced Raman
spectroscopy [8]. Various methods such as physical [9–11], chemical
[12–14] and biological approaches [15–18] are being used for the
manufacture of silver nanoparticles. The physical method uses highly
expensive equipments and also produced large size nanoparticles.
While, the chemicals such as sodium borohydride and hydrazine were
used as reducing agents in the chemical method of nanoparticle
synthesis which are highly hazardous. But, in the case of the biological
process, plants and microorganisms were used to synthesize AgNPs.

However, microorganisms used in a biological method are sometimes
hazardous as they might produce harmful effects. Thus, hazardous
chemicals and microorganisms are mostly avoided and plant sources
are normally used for the synthesis of AgNPs in a most eco-friendly and
cost effective process. Amongst all the biological materials used in the
nanoparticle synthesis, the plant extract mediated nanoparticle synth-
esis is quicker and the synthesized nanoparticles are more stable
[19,20]. Moreover, biomolecules present in the plants act as a suitable
entity for reduction and stabilization in order to convert Ag+ to Ag
[21,22].

A variety of plants, their parts, and their extracts are being pre-
viously utilized in the biological synthesis of a number of metal nano-
particles including silver nanoparticles [23–27]. Recent investigations
have revealed that the existence of active functional groups and bio-
logical compounds such as sugar, phenolic compounds and flavonoids
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are mainly responsible for the reduction of metal ions into nano-
particles [28,29]. Maize or corn (Zea mays L.) is a cereal belonging to
the family Poaceae. It contains carbohydrates, fat, protein, vitamins,
and minerals [30]. It has been reported that, most of these biomolecules
from the corn are responsible for the formation of AgNPs [31]. There-
fore, considering all these facts, in the present study, we attempted
AgNPs synthesis by reduction of Ag+ with the Zea mays L. aqueous
extract under the photo-catalyzed condition followed by its character-
ization by UV–Vis spectroscopy, XRD, SEM, EDX, and FT-IR analysis.
Further these were also evaluated for their biomedical application in
terms of its radical scavenging properties using DPPH, ABTS and re-
ducing power assays along with its cytotoxicity potential against the
HepG2 cell line.

2. Materials and Methods

2.1. Materials

Zea mays L. (corn flour) powder was purchased from the local
market, Walajabad, Tamilnadu, India. Silver nitrate (AgNO3) is of
analytical grade from Qualigens Chemicals, Mumbai, India.

2.2. Preparation of the Zea mays L. (Corn Flour) Extract

10 g of Zea mays L. (corn flour) powder was boiled with 100 ml of
distilled water in a 500 ml flask at 80 °C in a water bath for 30 min.
After cooling, the extracts were filtered using filter paper (Whatman
No. 1) and kept in a glass bottle at 4 °C until further analysis.

2.3. Light Mediated Biosynthesis of AgNPs

To bio-synthesize AgNPs, 24 ml of the extract was mixed with 16 ml
of 1 mM AgNO3 solution in a 100 ml flask with constant magnetic
stirring and exposed to laboratory light for photo-catalyzed condition.
A color change of mixture solution from yellow to reddish-brownish
coloration indicated the development of colloidal AgNPs with respect to
time. The reaction mixture was further centrifuged at 12,000 rpm fol-
lowed by drying at 60 °C for 2–3 h and later on powdered and stored for
analysis.

2.4. Characterization of the Synthesized AgNP

Biosynthesis of AgNPs was monitored at a regular interval using an
UV–Vis spectrophotometer (Shimadzu-2450 UV–vis spectro-
photometer) in the range between 200 and 800 nm. Data were collected
at regular interval of time and the color change was recorded. The
nature of the photo-synthesized AgNPs was determined by a XRD ma-
chine (X'Pert MRD; PANalytical, Almelo, The Netherlands; machine
setup: 40 mA and 30 kV with Cu Kα radians at 2θ angle) using a stan-
dardized protocol [32]. The surface morphological characteristics and
the primary configuration of the photo-synthesized AgNPs were carried
out by SEM (HITACHI S-3000N; Hitachi, Tokyo, Japan) and EDX in-
struments attached to the SEM machine by standard procedure. The FT-
IR analysis was acquired using an FT-IR spectrophotometer (FT-IR
Spectrometer; PerkinElmer, Waltham, MA, USA) [33] at different wa-
velengths (400 cm−1 to 4000 cm−1).

2.5. Biopotential of the Synthesized AgNPs

2.5.1. Cytotoxicity Effect of the Photo-Synthesized AgNPs
The cytotoxicity effect of the synthesized AgNPs was tested in the

HepG2 cell line by a regular technique with reference to previous lit-
erature [32,34]. The morphology of the AgNPs treated cells and its
viability were examined by the trypan blue exclusion assay and spotting
them under an inverted microscope [32,34].

2.5.2. Free Radical Scavenging Potential of the Photo-Synthesized AgNPs
The free radical scavenging potential of AgNPs was investigated by

the DPPH (1,1-diphenyl-2-picrylhydrazyl) assay, ABTS (2,2′-azino-bis
[3-ethylbenzothiazoline-6-sulphonic acid]) assay, and reducing power
assays using the standard procedures. The DPPH and ABTS scavenging
activity of AgNPs and the standard reference compound, gallic acid
(GA), was estimated following the standard method of Patra and Baek
[35]. The % scavenging effect was calculated as per Eq. (1).

= ×%scavenging effect C –T
C

100abs abs

abs (1)

where Cabs is the absorbance of the control value, and Tabs is the ab-
sorbance of treatment value.

The reducing power of AgNPs was estimated following a standard
procedure of Patra and Beak (2017) [35]. The absorbance of the mix-
ture solution was detailed at 700 nm wavelength and the results are
deduced as its absorbance value.

2.6. Statistical Analysis

All the data are presented as the mean value of three readings with
standard deviation. One-way ANOVA and Duncan's multiple range test
using SPSS version 23.0 (IBM Corp., Armonk, NY, USA) was recorded
and the values were presented at P < .05.

3. Results and Discussion

3.1. UV–Vis Spectroscopy

The development process of the bio-synthesized AgNPs was assessed
by UV–visible spectroscopy. Generally, the Surface plasmon resonance
(SPR) value is considered for detecting the quality of the synthesized
AgNPs [36] and in this study, the SPR band was observed around
410–420 nm for AgNPs which is well within the recommended range
for AgNP. SPR peak's position and shape depend on the particle size and
shape of the AgNPs [37]. Thus, the observed absorption spectra in this
study indicated the presence of small sized, monodispersed AgNPs.
According to Mie theory, the presence of single peak around 420 nm
corresponds to spherical shaped AgNPs [38] which is also seen in the
current study.

3.2. Effect of Different Parameters on the Synthesis of AgNPs

Fig. 1A showed the UV–Vis spectra of AgNPs prepared using 24 ml
extract with 16 ml (1 mM) AgNO3 at 100 °C for different time duration.
The UV-Vis spectral absorbance maxima gradually sharpened with the
increasing time (Fig. 1A). At lower reaction time the SPR band is broad,
that indicates broad particle size distribution. More amount of AgNPs
was initiated with every increase of time as indicated by the intensity of
the SPR band which increases with increasing reaction time. However,
at 6 h, the decrease in absorption intensity with broad SPR band in-
dicates the aggregation and broad particle size distribution of AgNPs
[39].

The UV–Vis spectral image of the bio-synthesized AgNPs prepared
by taking 24 ml of plant extract at 100 °C for 2 h with different AgNO3

concentration (16 ml) is shown in Fig. 1B. For 0.5 mM AgNO3 con-
centration, ultraviolet-visible spectra showed absorption peak maxima
at 417 nm with peak broadening that indicates the synthesized AgNPs
are polydispersed in nature. Similarly, the 1 mM AgNO3 solution
showed a peak at 420 nm. The red shifts of the peak as the AgNO3

concentration increases, indicated the rise in the diameter of the syn-
thesized AgNPs [40]. However, in the case of 2 mM AgNO3 con-
centration, the AgNPs synthesis is very less and for 3 mM AgNO3 con-
centration, there is no formation of AgNPs. This indicated that the
optimum concentration of AgNO3 is 1 mM for the maximum manu-
facture of AgNPs. A similar observation was made by Mittal et al. [41].

T. Rajkumar, et al. Journal of Photochemistry & Photobiology, B: Biology 193 (2019) 1–7

2



Fig. 1C showed the UV–Vis spectral image of the bio-synthesized
AgNPs taking different concentrations of the extract and 20 ml of
AgNO3 (1 mM) at 100 °C for 4 h. At low extract concentration, Ag+ was
not sufficiently reduced. With increased extract concentration from
10 ml to 30 ml, the absorption band appeared at 418 nm. When the
concentration increased further from 30 ml to 60 ml, the absorption
intensity progressively increased and the shape of the absorption band
become much broader. The results indicated that with increasing con-
centration of the extract, there is a shrill growth in the quantities of
AgNPs with wider size distribution of particles. Similar results were
reported in the literature [42].

UV–Vis spectral analysis of AgNPs synthesized using 30 ml extract,
20 ml AgNO3 (1 mM) heated at different temperature for 5.5 h is shown
in Fig. 1D. From the results, it was confirmed that increase of the re-
action temperature is directly proportional to the manufacture of na-
noparticle. The maximum production of AgNPs was observed at 80 °C.

This may be due to reduced aggregation of AgNPs at this temperature
whereas a further increase in temperature reduced absorption intensity
that could be ascribed to the accumulation of crystals around the nu-
cleus of AgNPs already formed [43].

3.3. Characterization of the Bio-Synthesized AgNP

Fig. 2 showed the XRD pattern and nature of the bio-synthesized
AgNPs. XRD is an important tool to confirm the crystalline arrangement
and nature of the synthesized NPs. The XRD of the prepared AgNPs
showed diffraction peaks at 2θ value of 38.2°, 44.42°, 64.4°, 76.7 and
81.45° correspond to (111), (200), (220), (311) and (222) reflections of
fcc structure of metallic silver [44]. It indicates that the AgNPs are
crystalline in nature AgNPs [45]. The morphological characteristics of
the AgNP surface was analyzed by SEM, and the illustrative SEM image
magnified at 100 nm and 1000 nm × are shown in Fig. 3A. The SEM

Fig. 1. (A) UV–Vis absorption spectra of AgNPs synthesized at different time interval [(a) AgNO3 (b) Zea mays extract (c) 0.5 h (d) 1 h (e) 1.5 h (f) 2 h (g) 2.5 h (h) 3 h
(i) 3.5 h (j) 4 h (k) 4.5 h (l) 5 h (m) 5.5 h (n) 6 h]; (B) UV–Vis absorption spectra of AgNPs synthesized at different AgNO3 concentration [(a) 0.5 mM (b) 1 mM (c)
2 mM (d) 3 mM]; (C) UV–Vis absorption spectra of AgNPs synthesized at different extract concentration [(a) 10 ml (b) 20 ml (c) 30 ml (d) 40 ml (e) 50 ml (f) 60 ml];
(D) UV–Vis absorption spectra of AgNPs synthesized at different temperature [(a) 40 °C (b) 60 °C (c) 80 °C (d) 100 °C (e) 120 °C].
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image clearly reveals the presence of monodispersed and aggregated
spherical AgNPs. The EDX results showed strong signal in the silver
region with the absorption peak at 3 keV because of the SPR (Fig. 3B).
This results corroborates with the earlier published report [46]. The
FTIR spectral image of AgNPs synthesized using Zea mays extract is
shown in Fig. 4. The band observed at 3186 cm−1 is due to the OeH

Fig. 2. XRD pattern of AgNPs synthesized using Zea mays extract.

Fig. 3. (A) SEM images and (B) EDX spectra of AgNPs synthesized using Zea mays extract.

Fig. 4. IR spectra of AgNPs synthesized using Zea mays extract.
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stretching of the phenolic group [47]. The peak at 1726 cm−1 is due to
carbonyl stretching vibration while the peak at 1651 cm−1 can be at-
tributed to C]C stretching vibration. The peak at 1289 cm−1 corre-
sponds to the CeO stretching vibration [48]. The peaks at 1545,
1068 cm−1 indicates the presence of aromatic and aliphatic amines
respectively [49].

3.4. Cytotoxicity and Radical Scavenging Effects of AgNPs

The result of the cytotoxicity potential of the photosynthesized AgNPs
against the HepG2 cells of mice is presented in Fig. 5A, B. The Fig. 5A
showed the morphological changes such as death of the cell, limited
patterns of spreading and increase in the number of cells that floats
(black arrows) on the HepG2 cells upon treatment with different con-
centrations of the treated AgNPs. While in case of the control and low
concentration treated images, stable and firmly attached cells were ob-
served (white arrow). In case of Fig. 5B, the cell viability decreased with
increased AgNPs concentration. There are a number of hypothesis behind
the cytotoxicity potential of the AgNPs [50,51]. Some earlier findings
have suggested that the cytotoxicity effect of the AgNPs is basically due
to the result of the agglomeration or entry of AgNPs in the nuclei, cy-
toplasm and other organelles of the treated cells due to smaller particle
size and causing damage to the internal organelles of the cells and in-
itiation of different immunological reactions [34,52]. Some researchers
have also suggested that the electrostatic attraction between the AgNPs
and the cells also could have played a major role in it [19,53]. In the
present investigation, the synthesized AgNPs is exhibiting significant
cytotoxicity potential which can be related to its anticancer activity and
can be further utilized in the anticancer treatment.

The results of the antioxidant potential of the photo-synthesized
AgNPs investigated by DPPH scavenging, ABTS scavenging, and the

reducing power assays is presented in Fig. 6. The AgNPs and the stan-
dard GA (25–100 μg/ml) displayed DPPH scavenging activity that
ranged from 84.50% to 97.9% and 85.07% to 96.93% respectively
(Fig. 6). While AgNPs (25–100 μg/ml) displayed low ABTS scavenging
potential that ranged from 0 to 4.94% as compared to the GA
(25–100 μg/ml) taken as the standard compound that ranged from
73.91% to 99.87% respectively (Fig. 6).

Though the AgNPs exhibited high DPPH scavenging activity they
showed very less ABTS activity at the same concentrations which might
be resulted due to the alteration in the investigational process and steric
hindrance between the bioactive compounds from the Zea mays extracts
those might have taken part in the synthesis process of the tested AgNPs
[54]. The AgNPs also displayed less reducing power compared to the
standard GA (Fig. 6), which could be due to accumulation of less
number of phenolic compounds on the AgNPs surface that are primarily
accountable for the reducing action and it also might be a case that
other bioactive compounds from the Zea mays extracts might have acted
as the capping agent on the AgNP surface.

4. Conclusion

Zea mays L. (corn flour) powder aqueous extract was used in AgNPs
bio-synthesis that basically acted as the reducing and stabilizing agent.
The manufacture of AgNP was illustrated by the SPR peak at 420 nm in
the UV–Vis spectra followed by its characterization by SEM, EDX, XRD
and FT-IR analysis. The synthesized AgNPs exhibited strong cytotoxi-
city potential against the HepG2 cells of the mice that increased with
the increase in AgNP concentration. It also displayed moderate anti-
oxidant potential. Generally, the results indicated the promising po-
tential of the bio-synthesized AgNPs as a cytotoxicity material that
could be useful in the biomedical applications particularly for treatment

Fig. 5. (A) Cytotoxicity effect of AgNP treatments on HepG2 cell (Black arrow indicating dead cell and white arrow indicating alive cell (×200 original magnification
and 100 μm scale bar)); (B): HepG2 cell viability after treatment of AgNPs for 24 h.
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against the cancer disease and in the formulation of drugs. Further the
Zea mays L. (corn flour) powder extract may serve as an effective re-
ducing source of the manufacture of an eco-friendly and cost effective
AgNPs for its large scale manufacture and use in pharmaceutical in-
dustries.
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