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Istvan Zimonyi, Ph.D. (1990),
University of Szeged, is Professor of
Medieval Studies at that university.
He has published monographs, and
articles on the medieval Eurasian
steppe, including Orientalische
Berichte iiber die Vilker Osteuropa und
Zentralasiens im Mittelalter (with H.
Gockenjan. Harrassowitz, 2001).
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'The Jayhani tradition contains the most
detailed description of the Magyars/
Hungarians before the Conquest of the
Carpathian Basin (895). Unfortunately,

the book itself was lost and it can only be
reconstructed from late Arabic, Persian
and Turkic copies. The reconstruction is
primarily based on the texts of al-Marwazi,
Ibn Rusta and Gardizi. The original text
has shorter and longer versions. The basic
text was reformed at least twice and later
copyists added further emendation. This
study focuses on the philological comments
and historical interpretation of the Magyar
chapter, integrating the results in the fields
of medieval Islamic studies, the medieval
history of Eurasian steppe, and the
historiography of early Hungarian history.
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Muslim Sources

on the Magyars in the

Second Half of
the 9th Century

The Magyar Chapter of the Jayhani Tradition

Istvin Zimonyi
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EAST CENTRAL AND EASTERN EUROPE IN THE MIDDLE AGES, 450-1450




