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PREFACE 
The current special issue is the fruit of a collaboration between the European 
Biogas Association (EBA) and Ghent University in frame of the BioRefine Cluster 
Europe (BCE).  

This cluster stimulates the interaction between European and national projects 
involved in R&D on biorefinery processes, aiming to produce and recover 
chemicals, materials and energy from biomass sources. It is coordinated from 
the Ghent University, Faculty of Bioscience Engineering. 

The issue contains a summarized overview of (a selection of) involved projects 
as well as contributions that were made to recent conferences organized by 
Ghent University or EBA. In addition, attention is paid to policy recommenda-
tions that stem from scientific and industrial research in the form of formulated 
policy papers. Finally, the special issue also wishes to highlight some awarded 
research with one hand the nominees and winner of the best Poster of the 3rd 
European Biogas Conference (Ghent, Sept. 2016) and the Ivan Tolpe Award 
2017. Ivan Tolpe was a Belgian farmer / agro-manager that has defined and 
shaped technological innovation in the agro-sector over the last decades until 
his untimely demise in 2013. The award was created thereafter as a homage to 
his work and an inheritance to future generations. 
 
The international scientific peer-review process was conducted by a board of 
10 international experts from 9 different institutes. The editorial board, consist-
ing out of EBA and Ghent University staff members wishes you a pleasant and 
informative read. We hope that the current collaboration will be the first in a 
longer series of topical issues.  
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